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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Marple 

Urban  District  Council. 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 


January,  i  897. 


have  again  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual 

A.  Report  for  the  year  1896,  upon  the  Health  of  your 
District. 

Your  District  contains  3053  acres,  partly  Urban,  and  partly 
Rural,  but  a  portion  of  the  more  rural  part  is  being  built  upon. 

The  population  at  the  Census  of  1891  was  4,844,  but  to  the 
end  of  1896  taking*  into  consideration  the  increase  of  births  over 
deaths,  together  with  the  addition  to  the  District  of  much  new 
property,  and  reckoning  the  occupants  of  these  at  the  low  estimate 
of  four  persons  to  each  house,  our  population  has  risen  to  an 
estimated  number  of  5,275.  1  am  fortunately  able  to  know  nearly 

all  the  movements  to  the  occupancy  of  houses,  so  that  if  anything 
my  estimate  is  perhaps  too  low,  but  still  it  plainly  shows  that 
Marple  is  rapidly  growing*,  and  with  a  better  class  property. 


Situated  as  we  are  upon  a  slope  with  a  S.-W.  aspect  there 
being  a  difference  of  303  feet  between  the  heights  above  Ordnance 
datum  between  All  Saints’  Church  and  Marple  Aqueduct — the 
Church  being  624  feet  and  the  Aqueduct  321  feet  above  ordnance 
level — our  soil  is  more  or  less  of  a  clayey  marl,  with  here  and 
there  beds  of  sandstone,  beneath  which,  at  no  great  depth,  we  find 
the  Middle  and  Lower  Coal  Measures.  We  have  a  wonderful 
natural  drainage  of  the  subsoil  water  down  to  the  streams,  and 
especially  into  the  river  Goyt  which  flows  along  Marple’s  N.  & 
N.-W.  boundaries.  This  is  our  salvation.  We  are  also  some¬ 
what  sheltered  from  the  N.  &  N.-E.  by  the  hills  of  Ludworth  and 
Cobden.  Our  rainfall,  which  is  frequently  heavy,  consequently 
rapidly  runs  off,  and  the  water  which  soaks  in  runs  away  as  subsoil 
water,  and  to  the  rapid  riddance  of  this  I  attribute  the  absence  of 
diarrhoea. 


.During  the  year  the  total  number  of  Births  registered  was  120 
— 60  M.,  60  F. — being  an  increase  of  5  over  1895,  and  equal  to  a 
Birth  Rate  of  eqfrryb-per  annum  per  1,000  living.  This  includes  4 
Illegitimate  Births. 

The  Deaths  registered  during  the  same  period  were  56,  but  of 
these  4  were  non-residents,  so  that  our  real  number  was  52,  and 
this  gives  a  Death  Rate  of  9^5  against  11*7  per  1,000  living  in 
1 896^ 

The  annual  Death  Rate  given  by  the  Registrar  General  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1894  being  16*6,  which  he  characterized  as 
most  remarkable,  also  that  for  1896  being  17*1  per  1,000. 
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During-  the  past  year  we  had  a  remarkable  freedom  from 
severe  sickness,  and  especially  a  most  remarkable  freedom  from 
Zymotic  Disease,  only  29  cases  having  been  notified  to  me,  viz., 
Scarlet  Fever  21,  Typhoid  2,  Erysipelas  3,  Diphtheria  1,  Puerperal 
never  2,  with  only  2  deaths,  a  baby  from  Diphtheria,  and  1  from 
ueiperal  b  ever,  a  stranger  to  Marple.  Again,  however,  we  have 
to  record  the  loss  ol  many  old  people,  no  less  than  7  being  over  70 
years,  and  of  these  5  were  over  80  years,  two  being  87  years  old. 


MORTALITY  AT  ALL  AGES. 


Ot  the  5 2  deaths,  3  were  under  1  year, 
2  under  15  years,  4  under  25  years,  17 
and  19  over  65. 

Respiratory  diseases  have  accounted  for  14 
the  same  as  last  year  j  Heart  Disease  tor  4  only, 
under  5  years,  against  30  for  1894. 


5  under  5  years, 
under  65  years, 

deaths,  curiously 
Only  10  deaths 


INQUESTS. 

The  total  held  during  the  year  was  5,  2  from  accident  and  2 
trom  disease. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

We  have  found  the  Compulsory  Notification  of  much  benefit, 
as  the  return  shews,  only  29  cases  having  been  notified  with  two 

deaths,  one  death  more  than  1896,  but  this  was  a  stranger  after 
confinement.  & 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  number  ot  deaths  ot  infants  under  one  year  of  aye  was 
only  five,  against  11  tor  1896  and  16  tor  1894,  being  equal  to  a 
r<^e  (tbe  number  ot  births  being  120)  per  1,000  births,  of 
41  $  per  1,000  births.  This  is  a  very  gratifying  condition,  and 
shews  that  more  care  is  taken  of  babies.  Speaking  upon  this 
subject  reminds  me  that  I  find  that  the  female  operatives  stay  at 
home  longer  after  confinement. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 


This  year  we  have  had  a  most  gratifying  condition  of  affairs 
only  30  cases  ot  Infectious  Disease,  being  3  more  than  last  year 
but  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  of  two  cases  of  Puerperal 
bever,  one  tatal.  To  summarize,  the  cases  were  : _ 


Scarlet  Fever  24 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  2 
Erysipelas  3 

Diphtheria  "1 

and  of  these  only  two  deaths  occurred,  one  from  Diphtheria,  the 
other  a  domestic  servant  lodging  here,  from  Puerperal  Fever,  or  a 
Zymotic  Death  Rate  ot  4$ per  1,000  persons  living 


The  adoption  of  Compulsory  Notification  has  been  highly 
beneficial,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  addition  of  Measles  to 
the  schedule  would  be  highly  beneficial,  especially  to  the  Day 
Schools.  The  notification  this  year  has  only  cost  us  ^3  15s.,  and 
has  enabled  me  to  inspect  and  see  disinfection  well  carried  out. 

That  we  are  still  in  the  same  predicament  re  Isolation  has  been 
well  shewn  this  year.  One  case  from  a  crowded  house  in  Husband 
Row,  I  sent  to  Hyde  ;  no  more  cases  occurred.  Another  case, 
followed  by  a  second  in  the  same  house,  broke  out  in  Hollins’ 
Cottages  ;  these  were  also  removed  ;  no  more  cases  followed. 
Against  this,  four  cases  occurred  in  Church  Lane,  two  in  another 
house,  three  in  another,  and  one  next  door.  Some  of  the  cases 
were  severe,  but  all  recovered. 

TYPHOID  OR  ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Two  mild  cases  occurred  in  February  and  July,  both  recovered. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

One  case  only,  in  a  baby,  which  died.  I  could  ascribe  no 
cause. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Three  cases  notified.  Two  in  Marple,  one  in  High  Lane,  with 
one  death  from  complications. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Of  this  disease,  24  cases  were  notified,  with  no  deaths.  My 
remarks  above  are  sufficient. 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

A  few  cases  occurred  of  a  mild  type,  but  no  deaths. 


INFLUENZA. 

Has  been  with  us  all  the  year,  but  not  of  the  severe  type  we 
had  in  the  Epidemic. 

PHTHISIS. 

Two  deaths  only  occurred  from  this,  a  matter  of  great  con¬ 
gratulation,  as  the  first  a  domestic  servant,  we  cannot  call  a 
native,  and  she  lived  in  a  low-lving  part  of  Marple.  The  other  was 
a  man,  a  farmer,  who  came  here  with  the  disease  upon  him.  The 
rate  is  Nt  per  1,000  living. 

•  C) 

BRONCHITIS,  PNEUMONIA,  AND  PLEURISY. 

During  the  year,  10  deaths  occurred  from  Bronchitis,  2  from 
Pneumonia,  and  none  from  Pleurisy. 
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The  new  class-room  at,  and  addition  to,  St.  Martin’s  Church, 
are  a  great  improvement. 

The  Canal  has  been  kept  clean  and  in  a  satisfactory  condition, 
and  there  appears  to  be  an  increase  of  traffic  upon  it.  The  Canal 
Boats  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  clean. 

The  Burial  Grounds  are  in  good  condition,  and  I  am  pleased 
to  see  that  the  Vicar  and  Wardens  ot  All  Saints  have  a  scheme  to 
lay  out  and  plant  the  old  and  new  graveyards,  a  hope  fulfilled, 
which  I  made  in  my  last  report. 

METEOROLOGICAL. 

The  last  year  has  been  very  curious  as  regards  weather  and 
temperature.  '  An  open  and  mild  spring  followed  by  a  pleasant 
summer,  not  over  hot,  but  in  September  we  were  visited  w-ith 
heavy  storms,  5-33  inches  of  rain  falling  during  this  month.  After 
this  came  colder  weather  with  fogs,  and  some  snow,  but  nothing  to 
compare  with  previous  years. 

Rain  fell  on  190  days,  with  a  total  tall  ot  30*96  inches,  being 
one-half  inch  less  than  1695* 

Prevailing  winds  S.  E.,  but  very  variable. 

Mean  temperature  47*8.  Mean  rainfall  *oS  inches. 

Before  I  finish  it  has  struck  me  that  it  might  interest  some  ot 
you  to  know  how  two  of  our  outlying  parts  have  fared,  and  I  have 
arbitrarily  divided  them  as  follows  : — 

Hhdi  Lane,  beginning  at  Broadhurst’s  Bridge,  and  taking  in 
High  Lane,  Windlehurst,  and  Wybersley.  In  this  division  seven 

deaths  occurred. 

Strines,  including 'frtidfc.  Fold  and  TurfoMU  Here  there  were 
three  deaths.  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

i  Sl  -That  some  definite  settlement  ot  the  Isolation  Hospital 
question  be  arrived  at. 

2nd— Some  effectual  means  of  disinfecting  bedding  and 
clothing  be  provided. 

3.— The  registration  of  Slaughter-houses  and  Bake-houses. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  only  congratulate  your  Council  upon  the 
satisfactory  condition  of  the  District,  good  last  year,  but  infinitely 
better  this,  and  I  only  hope  1897  may  prove  better. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  KEYWORTH,  M.R.C.S., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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